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“Don’t Be Surprised on Your Journey” 

Acts 13:42-52 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:8 reads, “Don’t be surprised if you see a poor person being oppressed by the 

powerful and if justice is being miscarried throughout the land...” (NLT) This verse records 

King Solomon addressing the reality of corruption in high places during the time in which he 

lived. No believer, regardless of who they are or where they live, is beyond being astonished 

by what they will experience on the battlefield for the Lord. Throughout the Scriptures, many 

men and women have had all types of encounters while doing the Master’s will. This lesson is 

designed to share what should not surprise Children of God as they journey for Jesus. 

 

Breakdown of Acts Chapter 13 

  

1. The Selection                          of the Missionaries                                Verses 1-3 
2. The Direction                          for the Missionaries                                Verses 4-14 
3. The Reactions                         to the Missionaries                                Verses 15-52 

 

 
 

1.       Don’t be surprised by the Assistance                          of people while on your journey 
for Jesus. 
Verses 4, 5 

“So Barnabas and Saul were sent out by the Holy Spirit. They went down to the 
seaport of Seleucia and then sailed for the island of Cyprus. 5) There, in the town of 
Salamis, they went to the Jewish synagogues and preached the word of God. John 

Mark went with them as their assistant.”                                                               (NLT)                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

2.      Don’t be surprised by the Hindrance                           of people while on your journey  
            for Jesus.                  
             Verses 6-8 

“Afterward they traveled from town to town across the entire island until finally they 
reached Paphos, where they met a Jewish sorcerer, a false prophet named Bar-
Jesus. 7) He had attached himself to the governor, Sergius Paulus, who was an 
intelligent man. The governor invited Barnabas and Saul to visit him, for he wanted to 
hear the word of God. 8) But Elymas, the sorcerer (as his name means in Greek), 
interfered and urged the governor to pay no attention to what Barnabas and Saul said. 
He was trying to keep the governor from believing.”                                               (NLT)                                                                                                         



 
3.      Don’t be surprised by the Reluctance                          of people while on your journey  
            for Jesus. 
             Verses 13 

 “Paul and his companions then left Paphos by ship for Pamphylia, landing at the port 

town of Perga. There John Mark left them and returned to Jerusalem.”                 (NLT)  
 
   

4.      Don’t be surprised by the Defiance                             of people while on your journey   
     for Jesus.    

            Verses 44, 45, 50  

“The following week almost the entire city turned out to hear them preach the word of 
the Lord. 45) But when some of the Jews saw the crowds, they were jealous; so they 
slandered Paul and argued against whatever he said. 50) Then the Jews stirred up the 
influential religious women and the leaders of the city, and they incited a mob against 
Paul and Barnabas and ran them out of town.”                                                       (NLT)                                                                                                                  

    
 

5.      Don’t be surprised by the Acceptance                        of people while on your journey  
     for Jesus. 

            Verses 48, 49, 52  

“When the Gentiles heard this, they were very glad and thanked the Lord for his 
message; and all who were chosen for eternal life became believers. 49) So the Lord’s 
message spread throughout that region. 52) And the believers were filled with joy and 

with the Holy Spirit.”                                                                                                 (NLT)  
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