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Which One Do You Want? 

Matthew 27:17-26 

Deuteronomy 30:19 reads, “This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against 

you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that 

you and your children may live. (NIV) This verse records words spoken by Moses to the 

children of Israel before they reached the promise land. One of the greatest privileges and 

responsibilities afforded to American citizens is the right to vote. Given this, eligible voters 

should seek to make wise and godly decisions when selecting civic leaders. This lesson is 

designed to share various types of candidates you encounter during a political campaign. 

 

Breakdown of Matthew Chapter 27 

 

1. What took place   Before                               the Crucifixion               Verses 1-31 
2. What took place   During                               the Crucifixion               Verses 32-50 
3. What took place   After                                  the Crucifixion               Verses 51-66 

 
 
 

 
1.       You can encounter candidates who are   Notorious                                during a 

political campaign. 
Verses 15, 16 

“Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the Passover celebration to 
release one prisoner to the crowd—anyone they wanted. 16) This year there was a 
notorious prisoner, a man named Barabbas.”                                                        (NLT)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

2.       You can encounter candidates who are   Envious                                    during a 
political campaign.                  
Verses 17, 18 

 “As the crowds gathered before Pilate’s house that morning, he asked them, “Which  
 one do you want me to release to you—Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the  
 Messiah? 18) (He knew very well that the religious leaders had arrested Jesus out of  
 envy.)”                                                                                                                     (NLT)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
                 



3.       You can encounter candidates who are   Veracious                                 during a 
political campaign. 
Verse 19 

 “Just then, as Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him this message: 
“Leave that innocent man alone. I suffered through a terrible nightmare about him last   
 night.”                                                                                                                      (NLT)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                           
 

4.       You can encounter candidates who are   Atrocious                                 during a   
       political campaign.    

Verses 20-22 

 “Meanwhile, the leading priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for  
 Barabbas to be released and for Jesus to be put to death. 21) So the governor asked  
 again, “Which of these two do you want me to release to you?” The crowd shouted  
 back, “Barabbas!” 22) Pilate responded, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is  
 called the Messiah?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!”                                        (NLT)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
    
 

5.       You can encounter candidates who are   Dangerous                                during a  
      political campaign.    

Verse 26 

 “So Pilate released Barabbas to them. He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped   

           whip, then turned him over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified.”                        (NLT)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                        

 
NOTES 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 


